COURSE DESCRIPTION

FIFTH GRADE

LANGUAGE ARTS

Philosophy Statement: God is the supreme communicator.  He spoke this world into existence and uses many forms to communicate His goodness and truth to us.  Language arts reflects our recognition that God wants us to communicate with Him and others by being proficient in reading, writing, listening and speaking.

Objectives:  The students will develop an awareness of basic literary elements and comprehension strategies good readers’ use.  They will recognize the eight parts of speech and concentrate on identifying them within a sentence.  Capitalization, punctuation, and sentence structure will continue to be reviewed and developed.  Students will continue to develop and master their cursive writing for neatness and legibility.  Finally, students will participate in literature circles while applying comprehension strategies to five novels throughout the school year.
Textbooks:  Spotlight on Literacy (Macmillan/McGraw-Hill)


         Easy Grammar (Easy Grammar Systems)


         New Simplified Handwriting (Zaner-Bloser)


         Vocabulary Workshop, Level Blue (Sadlier-Oxford) 


         Daily Grams, Grade 5 (Easy Grammar Systems)

Novels:   Lyddie (Katherine Paterson)


    Janitor Boy (Andrew Clements)


    Sign of the Beaver (E. G. Speare)


    Dear Mr. Henshaw (B. Cleary)


    Indian in the Cupboard (L. R. Banks)

Literature Circle Books:
Cricket in Times Square (George Selden)

The Secret of the Indian (L. R. Banks)

Summer of the Swan (Betsy Byars)

Because of Winn Dixie (Kate DiCamillo)
In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson 
(B. B. Lord)
Holes (Louis Sachar)

Materials:  Handwriting workbook, spelling workbook, writing portfolios

Time Allotment:  75 minutes per day, 5 days per week

Course Content:   Spotlight on Literacy


Grammar
Unit One:   Scenes of Wonder

Unit Two:   World's of Change

Unit Three: Winning Attitudes

Unit Four:   Getting to Know You

Unit Five:    Take the High Road

Unit Six:      Zoom In!

Unit One:    Prepositions
Unit Two:    Verbs

Unit Three:  Nouns

Unit Four:    Sentence Types, Letters,    

                  Conjunctions, and Interjections

Unit Five:    Adjectives

Unit Six:      Adverbs

Unit Seven: Pronouns

Unit Eight:  Capitalization

Unit Nine:   Punctuation

Areas to be Evaluated:  Class participation, class and homework assignments, individual and group 
     projects, tests, utilization and application in daily/weekly writing, literature 

     circles
Additional Activities:  Creative writing, written responses in assignments, Astrocamp book, state report, 
   writing lab, reading buddies, and book reports.

